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Prefatory Note

In submitting his study to the SAHS Review for possible publication the author
H. Dwight Page commented:
Given the numerous misconceptions concerning the Burgundian Wars and
especially the character of Charles the Bold, and given the extremely
important nature of these events in the evolution of the Swiss
Confederation . . . I was striving to create a most accurate and truthful
account.
As in his essay "The Crisis of Switzerland on the Threshold of the European
Union," Dr. Page takes also in this study an independent and analytically astute
approach. Perhaps his view of Charles the Bold and of his Swiss opponents is partisan
and might be challenged, yet the author's sense of history is keen and his craftsmanship
impressive.
It is 520 years since the Battle of Grandson and Murten. The events featured by
Dr. Page show with chilling force the interplay between the strengths of competing
personalities, the cogency of circumstances, and the vagaries of fate; shaping in their
intertwinedness a future neither foreseeable nor fully random.

The terror of war,

furthermore, seems to have reigned in the fifteenth century as it still has in the waning
twentieth. Will it go on ·as well in the twenty-first?
For years Dr. Arnold H. Price, the former SAHS Secretary, has studied the
possible existence of Germanic Warrior Clubs. His book is reviewed by Dr. H. Dwight
Page who incisively delineates Dr. Price's arguments and their importance for our

understanding of events long past, but still influencing the present.
This issue concludes volume XXXII of the SAHS Review. Number one offered
a glimpse of the genealogy of tl}e Kieburtz family, number two featured an account of
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the return visit of Ernest A. Thurkauf to the regions where he spent his youth, this issue
talces us back some five centuries when the Swiss Confederation was still in its formative
stage. Genealogy, the immigrant experience, and Swiss or Swiss-American history, these
are some of the dimensions the SAHS Review hopes to explore. To all the contributors
sincere thanks as well as to all the SAHS members for malcing it all possible, and to
Natalie Hector whose expertise and help in producing the SAHS Review have remained
crucial.

Leo Schelbert, Editor
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